In those cases where the formation of matter is evident, and the fulness about the margin of the ribs or its vicinity is considerable, the treatment must necessarily depend upon what has been previously done. In these the employment of mercury ought to be entirely laid aside, excepting as a purgative; for attempts to affect the salivary glands with it will generally fail, will merely add irritation to an already irritable pulse, and materially injure the powers of the system?those very powers on which the future recovery of the patient most materially depends. If the local symptoms, and the state of the pulse and of the system, seem to require it, the application of a few leeches in the vicinity of the tumefaction will be generally serviceable ; and afterwards poultices should be assiduously employed, with a view of promoting the external pointing of the abscess.
"
Although the continuance of mercurial preparations, after the existence of abscess is apparent, with any other view than that of carrying off the morbid biliary and intestinal secretions, (when calomel, in the manner in which we have particularly recommended it, is most suitable,) is improper, yet the nitro-muriatic solution may be employed in any of the modes we have described, or the nitric acid may be used in a state of very weak solution as the common drink. We have never seen any very marked advantage derived from the nitric acid pushed to its utmost extent in abscess of the liver ; but in the form of a common drink we consider it beneficial, as being gently tonic and refrigerant, and particularly grateful to the patients, especially when it is found not to disorder the bowels, or add to whatever derangement may be existing in them at the time. It may be also used in combination with tonic infusions." 647.
As the abscess advances externally, the tumefaction is changed to a more distinct tumour, generally softest at its apex,'with an'extended and hardened 
